listeners had provided a handle to Mr. Churchill. It
was not too late to mend their manners and falsify
Mr. Churchill's forebodings. He knew that his was a
voice in the wilderness, If it was not and if it had the
potency which it had before the talks of independence
began, he knew that nothing of the savagery described
with so much relish and magnified by Mr. Churchill
would ever have happened and they would have been
on a fair way to solving their economic and other
domestic difficulties.

18
29-9-'47
FRUIT OF FRATRICIDE
My reference to the possibility of a war between
the two sister dominions seems, I am told, to have
produced a scare in the West. I do not know what re-
ports were sent outside by newspaper correspondents.
Summaries are always a dangerous enterprise except
when they truly reflect the speaker's opinion. An un-
warranted summary of a pamphlet I had written about
South Africa in 1896 nearly cost me my life. It was so
hopelessly unwarranted that within twenty-four hours
of my being lynched European opinion in South Africa
was turned from anger into contrition that an innocent
man was made to suffer for no fault that he had commit-
ted. The moral I wish to draw from the foregoing
version is that no one should be held responsible for
what he has not said or done.
I hold that not a single mention of war in my
speeches can be interpreted to mean that there was
47